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LETTER FROM THE DEAN

Michael J. Feuer
Dean, Graduate  
School of Education and 
Human Development

Dear Graduate:
On behalf of the faculty, students, and staff of the Graduate School of Education and Human 
Development, I congratulate you on this special event, your 2021 GSEHD Graduation. This milestone 
in your academic career represents many hours of work and dedication, and I commend you for your 
efforts.

As you leave us, I encourage you to pursue your ambitions and dreams with passion. To improve the 
quality of life in our nation, we must stay focused on high quality education, the nurturing of human 
talent, and the unflagging commitment to increased opportunity for all our people. We have been a 
beacon to many other countries committed to high standards of access and performance, and we have 
much to learn from their efforts and successes, especially as the world becomes more complex and 
interdependent. I hope you will use your talents, knowledge, and passions to strive for these goals.

We hope you will remain connected; please stay in touch! We want to hear about your accomplishments, 
we would love for you to visit with us, and we will always turn to you for advice on how to improve our 
programs. 

Welcome to the distinguished ranks of alumni of the George Washington University Graduate School 
of Education and Human Development!

Sincerely,

Michael J. Feuer
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CELEBRATION SPEAKER 

Dr. Vicki A. Brown 
Chief Learning Officer, U.S. Department of the Interior 

GSEHD Alumna, Class of 2015
Dr. Vicki A. Brown, a skilled strategic leader with a global perspective, is the Chief Learning Officer 
and Executive Director of the Office of Strategic Employee and Organization Development for the 
Department of  the Interior (DOI) in Washington, DC. She serves the Department’s senior advisor 
on strategic learning initiatives, talent, and workforce development. 

Her executive responsibilities include managing a multi-million dollar budget and providing 
leadership and oversight of all education and training programs delivered by DOI University and 
DOI Acquisition Institute, oversight of the Federal Consulting Group and an extensive online 
learning delivery program via the DOI Talent learning management system for more than 70,000 
employees world-wide through of staff of 4 directors and 28  learning professionals.   

As a member of the Senior Executive Service (SES), Dr. Brown is a dedicated civil servant with a 
career that spans 40 years. She is a highly regarded organizational leader with expertise in talent 
and workforce development, leader development, adult learning theories, learning methodologies, 
organizational change, capacity building in a diverse environment, organization performance and 
accountability, and managing complex projects. 

Prior to her role at Interior, Dr. Brown served as the Department of Defense (DoD) Chief Learning 
Officer and Director of Talent Development for more than 900,000 civilian employees worldwide.  
She served as the senior advisor to the Department’s leadership on strategic civilian learning 
initiatives and talent development and managed a multimillion-dollar training budget and team of 18 
learning professionals. During her tenure at DoD, she was detailed to serve as the Acting Executive 
Director for the Human Resources Strategic Programs Advisory Services where she led a staff of 65 
through 6 division chiefs, and provided oversight of a $90M annual budget.  

Dr. Brown is a 2015 graduate of the George Washington University Executive Leadership Doctoral 
Program in Human and Organizational Learning and a 2007 resident graduate of the U.S. Army War 
College, graduating with a Master of Science degree in Strategic Studies. She also holds a Master’s 
in Education from Georgia Southern University and a Bachelor of Science in Education from West 
Virginia State University.

Dr. Brown is the recipient of numerous performance awards, including a Meritorious Civilian 
Service Award, the "Spirit of Service” award for the DoD, the Army Achievement Medal for Civilian 
Service, and multiple Superior Civilian Service Awards.

Dr. Brown is married to Ronald Hiett, a career (retired) Army civil servant and certified fitness 
professional and health coach. She has two children, Jason and Valoree.
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STUDENT SPEAKER 

Wendy Pintado 
Master's, Higher Education Administration
Wendy Pintado is graduating with her Master’s in Higher Education Administration. She received 
her Bachelor of Science in Family Science from the University of Maryland, College Park in 
2018 where she was awarded La Raza Unida award for her significant contributions towards the 
advancement of the Latinx community both on campus as a student leader and in her individual 
capacity as a volunteer and mentor. Currently, Wendy is working for Collegiate Directions Inc., 
a nonprofit that guides first generation and low income students in the Maryland and DC areas 
through the college application process and supports them until they graduate college. She uses her 
experience in college preparatory programs to manage behind-the-scenes work for the organization. 
Wendy’s contributions include assisting in the improvement of the recruitment process, data 
collection, and scholar engagement, as well as the facilitation of yearly events.

Prior to her current role, she worked with various nonprofit organizations including Achieving 
Collegiate Excellence and Success and the Latino Student Fund. Wendy is passionate about 
breaking down barriers for students who are pursuing higher education. She strives to ensure that 
students from marginalized communities maintain a strong support system through specialized 
programming, mentorship, and tutoring. Wendy hopes to use her Master’s to become a college 
advisor to keep students engaged, on track, and optimistic about their future. 
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COMMENCEMENT AWARDS 

DEAN'S OUTSTANDING ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Dean's Outstanding Alumni Achievement Award is an annual honor bestowed upon a worthy alumnus or alumna who has 
made considerable contributions to their chosen field as well as their community. 
Recipient: Dr. Olivia Ngadjui, LPC

DEPARTMENT OF COUNSELING AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Chi Sigma Iota Outstanding Master’s Counseling Student Award is presented to a Chi Sigma Iota graduate student who 
has displayed excellence in academics, the field of counseling, and has shown leadership in both the classroom and experiential 
settings. 
Recipient: Aliya Subhit

Chris Erickson Mental Health Service Advocacy Award was named in honor of Dr. Chris Erickson, a late faculty member 
who was deeply committed to the provision of quality care to all people with severe mental illness. This recognition is awarded to 
a graduate of the counseling program who shares her passion for working with these special clients. 
Recipient: Esette Negussie

Clemmont E. Vontress Cross-Cultural Award recognizes a graduating counseling student who is best known for dedication to 
the promotion of cross-cultural understanding, social justice, and racial harmony. 
Recipient: Sahaj Kohli

Donald C. Linkowski Award for Outstanding Scholarship in Rehabilitation Counseling is presented to a rehabilitation 
counseling graduate who demonstrates a commitment to advancing the field through leadership, consumer advocacy, and 
promoting consumer welfare through vocational rehabilitation services. 
Recipient: Brittany Silver

Harry Grubb Detwiler Memorial Award recognizes the student who is best known for outstanding achievement, 
professionalism, and dedication in the field of counseling.  
Recipient: Mahogany Persip

DEPARTMENT OF CURRICULUM AND PEDAGOGY

Corey Hansen Award recognizes students in secondary education who, consistent with Dr. Hansen’s experience, overcame 
adversity and changed careers in order to teach. The recipients are recognized as collaborative, student-centered, and creative, 
with a love of the content to be taught, the act of teaching, and the students to be taught. 
Recipient: Patrice Splan

Elementary Education Model Program Award recognizes outstanding development as a graduate student in the field of 
elementary education. 
Recipients: Max Adamo, Britta Buchanan

Sylven Seid Beck Elementary Education Prize recognizes an outstanding student who comes from an underrepresented 
population and is a leader in the field of elementary education. 
Recipient: Pary Aflaki, Allie Grossman

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP

Doris and Sam Buchalter Museum Education Prize recognizes graduating students who exemplify a love of learning and 
teaching.  
Recipient: Kendall I. Brinson

Dorothy A. Moore Award in International Education recognizes outstanding leadership in the field of international 
education. 
Recipient: Julia Brunner
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Jere Trout Award in Educational Technology Leadership recognizes outstanding work in the field of educational technology 
leadership. 
Recipient: Tiffany Moy, Hiba Okar

Marcella Brenner Museum Education Award recognizes merit in encompassing leadership service to graduating students in 
the museum education program.  
Recipients: Christiana E. Stawasz

Nakyuin Shin International Education Award recognizes outstanding academic and professional contributions to the field of 
international education. 
Recipients: Janiel Slowly, Lexus Bivins

Rossetta A. and Sadie B. Feldman Fellow in Museum Education recognizes academic performance and cultural advocacy, in 
appreciation of Sadie Feldman’s esteem for education and museums. 
Recipients: Kaylie E. Schunk

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN AND ORGANIZATIONAL LEARNING

Leonard Nadler Leadership Award recognizes students in the organizational leadership and learning master’s program who 
have demonstrated academic excellence and leadership, and have also contributed to the collaborative learning process both 
within and outside the classroom.  
Recipients: Louis Choporis, Jessica Bonaquisti, Courtney Powell

DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND DISABILITY STUDIES

Bertice Cornish Award in Early Childhood Special Education recognizes outstanding performance in the early childhood 
special education master’s degree program.  
Recipient: Nolan Day

Bilingual Special Education Award recognizes an outstanding student in the field of bilingual special education. 
Recipient: Dr. Sandra Duval

Perry Botwin Award in Special Education recognizes outstanding development as a graduate student in the field of special 
education.  
Recipient: Harley Mitchell

Rita Ives Award recognizes outstanding performance as a professional in the field of emotional and behavioral disabilities. 
Recipient: Kathy Lane     

2020-2021 GRADUATES 
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2020-2021 GRADUATES 

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION 

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION
Alicia M. Bitler
Evan M. Crump
Courtney B. Harrington

Roberta M. King
Kristen M. McInerney
Ebtissam M. Oraby

Kimberly J. Sloan
Rachel L. Talbert

EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION AND POLICY STUDIES
Graham Patrick Coyle

Charlene L. Evans-Smith

Adrienne D. Freed

Carlos E. Gomez-Montes

Jarcelynn M. Hart

Erica P. Heflin

Rodrick Siwelton Hobbs

Charles Bryan Jenkins

Donna M. Kanary

Kimberly S. Payne

Mark Clifton Reckmeyer

Tabitha L. Reeves

Brittany N. Rogers

Carole A. Sample

Clay R. Scott

HIGHER EDUCATION ADMINISTRATION 
Camille A. Close

Patrick G. Corr

Jennifer Helen Donaghue

Shuai Gao

Kimberly Shaunteé Moorehead

Candace E. Morgan

Matthew D. Myers

Nancy Stalowski

Kristen Nicole Wong

Andy Sea Wu

Sarah Rae Young

HUMAN AND ORGANIZATIONAL LEARNING
Martha L. Acosta

Abdulrhman H. Alanzy

Sharon Leigh Berry Beery

Donald E. Davis

Lois E. DiNatale

Connie Whittaker Dunlop

Stephanie K. Erwin

Anne Gaybrick

Shalace Gregg

Teresa K. Hollingsworth

Kurt E. John

James P. McGinnis

John George Meier III

Deborah Denise Morgan

Tiina K.O. Rodrigue

Alicia D. Williams

HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
Sherry Teague

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Monica Arce Whitlock

Paige Bradford

Nicole Farrow

Muneera Fontaine

Susan Jaffe

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

COUNSELING
Nouf S. Bazaz

Olivia V. Bentley

Mark C. Covington

Jennifer Thanh Trang Ha

Jennifer Elizabeth Kaufman Walker

Chelse R. Malone

Shari L. Matray

Jennie Christine Whitlock

EDUCATION
Harriet B. Fox

Angelica Jones
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EDUCATION SPECIALIST 

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION
John Joseph Ralls

EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP AND ADMINISTRATION
Shemia S. Anderson*
Kristin Renee Bolam
William Cunha
Ryan Demaura Daniels
Jason Alanzo Ellis*

Cierra Ann Fisher
Sarah Beth Fitzgerald
Brittany Elizabeth Frownfelter
Michelle L. Jackson
James Alan Middleditch

Christopher Leon Moseley
John Kinyanjui Mungai
Joy Chantel Newman
Lynn Monique Phillips
Anjali Saini

Nathaniel H. Simpson*
Whitney Swift*
Fatima Toor

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Mohamed Nagi Soliman

COUNSELING AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT — MASTER OF ARTS IN EDUCATION AND 
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 

CLINICAL MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELING
Elise Brau
Ian Walker Crowe
Shuya Dai
Amy L. Fourney
Breon D. Gaines

Caitlin Ashley Gilchrist
Tuleen K. Hajoun
Julie W. Heflin
Jessica Deenah Maharaj
Katherine M. Mancini

Gregory Richard Mitchell
Esette Negussie
Emma Lynn Rady
Elizabeth Rae
Hailey Sayegh

Tatyana Simone Suares
Laken Elizabeth Thomas

REHABILITATION COUNSELING
Emily Hancock Barksdale
Brian Kirk Dulom
Nycole Britney Fox

Carole Walker Kalinowski
Malgorzata Maria Mleczko
Kadambari Narendran

Amber Nicole Robinson
Valia Shoja
Brittany Silver

SCHOOL COUNSELING
Adrienne Michelle Cooper
Dili Gao
Courtney Darrese James
Sarah N. Keen

Rachel C. Kerr
Nicholas Charles Lalone
Erin Margaret Monahan
Jennifer Nachbar

Alain Etienne Poutre
Leah Scholem
Jenna E. Schumacher
Deborah Siegel

Kubra Unver

CURRICULUM AND PEDAGOGY DEPARTMENT — MASTER OF ARTS IN EDUCATION AND HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT 

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION
Samuel W. Burmester
Erica Jane Collins
Joseph William Critz

Amanda D’Angelo
Caroline Ann Faircloth

Joel Faulkner
Emily Konrad
Weiting Qiu
Siyu Shen
Zhean Tao

Lashanah Kiwana Thomas
Clare Van Schaik
Kaori Yamakita

Mimi Zhou

2020-2021 GRADUATES 



10 | GRADUATION CELEBRATION 2021

2020-2021 GRADUATES 

CURRICULUM AND PEDAGOGY DEPARTMENT — MASTER OF EDUCATION

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
Max Barry Adamo

Pary Aflaki

Britta Weber Buchanan

Tyia Nicolae Colfescu

Neha Goyal

Allison Nicole Grossman

Abbey Paige Hagan

Anita Z. Jackson

Kristen Emily Korb

Olivia Rose Manns

Greg Parseghian

Adrianne Marie Sethi

Jennifer Margaret Snider

SECONDARY EDUCATION
Rachel A. Bassell

Christopher M. Brownlowe

Ashley Hanson

Xiaying Li 

Erin M. Persil

Natalie Anne Plotkin

Patrice Marie Splan*

Maura D. White

Kathleen Whitmeyer

EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP DEPARTMENT — MASTER OF ARTS IN EDUCATION AND HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT

ASSESSMENT, TESTING, AND MEASUREMENT IN EDUCATION
Alaa El-Zein Rebecca Margaret Vanarsdall Min Xu

EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP AND ADMINISTRATION
Arianna Allen
Amanda H. Baram
Rahel Berhanu Bekele
Dori Ann Boyce
Alexandria Caputo
Keisha Christian

Stephanie Meagan Clark
Patricia Anna Doyle*
Kayla Rachelle Grey*
Matthew Louis Jensen
Jade Alecia Johnson
Kristopher Adonis Jones*

Alexandra Krakaur
Justin David McIntosh
Laura Parker
Armand Rashad Peterson
Megan Robinson
Katherine Grace Sinkovitz

Daniel Spinka*
Rebecca Sydney Waldman
Barrett Younghans
Jonathan Zwissler

EDUCATION POLICY STUDIES
Delainey Jane Boyd

Tran Phuong Le

Trinady Catherine Maddock

Farnel E. Maxime

Brynna Melane Morgan

Julia Marie Mosconi

William Patrick Rost

Sara Ahmed*
David Gabriel Ettlinger Chotin
Maricel Carino DeMotts
Jennifer Marie DeWan
Katherine Fitzgerald
Brian Gabrielson

Dionissios Gressis
Melissa Marie Hermosillo
Daphne L. Isom
Julia Marie Maier*
Hayley Mendelson
Susan Mondaro

Tiffany Moy
Hiba Okar* 

Maya Ahmed Othman

DinBomani Akinyemi Quomjiah
Kathryn Joslin Walling

Robert Alexander Wilson
Shibrie Wilson

Corinne Renae Witschey 

EXPERIENTIAL JEWISH EDUCATION
Nicole Rebecca Baron

Abigail Emily Kates Beatty 

Eliana Marks Coplan

Avi Daniel Gordon* 

Moshe Lencer

Joanna Elyse Lieberman

Christina Lynne Malka

Peta-Ann Silansky

Nathaniel T. Strauss*

Dror Stein

Or Vichnizer*

Emily B. Yehezkel*
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EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP DEPARTMENT — MASTER OF ARTS IN EDUCATION AND HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT (CONTINUED)

HIGHER EDUCATION ADMINISTRATION
Prakriti Deuja*
Erica Lynn Drayer
Farah Mohamed Farid

Morganne Harper
Christopher Deonte Hooten
Brittany Johnson

Janssen Dale Keiger
Daniel Nelson Kobren*
Wendy Pintado*

Jessica Casas Reyes
Marissa Elizabeth Townsend
Jessica Hannah Watson

INDIVIDUALIZED MASTER’S
Louella Bryant

Lisa Kierans Bucher

Binny Divakar Chokshi

Naomi Jane Lesnewski

Shannen Morgan Mitchell

Jennifer Lynn Owens

Brittney Porter

Emily Willner

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION 
Emir Nahim Garfield Bailey

Lexus K. Bivins

Allison E. Brieske

Julia Melitta Brunner

Courtney Nicole Cox

Paromita De

Gina Desantis

William D. Etheridge

Anita S. Farsad

Nathan J. Finch*

Ashley Lynn Fisher*

Michelle Indie Fleuriot

Bryan D. Frederick

Katherine Hugins

Madeline W. Ivanovich*

Laura Ann Landaw

Xujia Liu

Ilda Soledad Martinez

Isadora Lucia Martinez

Mallory Oludemi*

Wakaha Sarah Sampei*

Emily Scheck*

Austin Timothy Shock

Janiel C. Slowly

Laura Rebecca Tucker

Nodira Urazbaeva

Shuwen Wang

Jeremy Wood

Jordan Wright

MUSEUM EDUCATION
Samantha Barnett* 

Kendall Imari Brinson* 

Diana Coutros*  

Laura Wallis Green*  

Jaylee Kristen Johnson*  

Scarlett Rae McCullough* 

Sandhya Rajan

Laura Ann Pueringer* 

Jonathan Rodriguez

Christiana Elizabeth Stawasz*  

Madison C. Yertzell*  

ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP AND LEARNING
Luqman Adeniyi

Brayden I. Antonio

Kimberly Monique Baker

Amber Barrett*

Brooke Bedingfield

Ashley Ann Blount* 

Jessica Bonacquisti

Christopher Bourcier*

Daniel Martin Bredeson

Frederick Bryant* 

Shalena D. Broadnax

Sarah Brown

Luther Troy Carson

Albani Briana Childs

Louis Victor Choporis

Lessa R. Crawford

Monica Burke Dishong

William Herston Dorriety

Angelica Eka

Ryan G. Eskow

Jacqueline Francis*  

Daniel James Freehling* 

Miya Sung Furukawa* 

Kimberly Harrell*  

Jessica Taylor Hayes

Sarah E Hazlett* 

Gregory K. Holmes

Samuel Taylor Horowitz

Kevin Mark Horvath

Jana Carole Hubbard

Tiffany Richelle Ivey*

Alexis Rene Jackson

Janelle A. Jones

Payten Kirby

Patsaya Kuhawattana

June Lindsey

Katherine Marie Leavy

Nicholas Macseoin

Catherine Sutton Meeth

Stephanie N. Mendelsohn 

Lauren O’Dowd*

Christopher A Oney*

Sheena Patel*

William W. Pheil

William Heathe Poston

Courtney Raye Powell*

Shanelle N. Rodney-Spencer

Manuela Rodriguez Correa

Candice M. Russell

Xenia Leigh Santiago-Borrego

Amanda Serfass*

Janard Troy Smith*

Mariah Corin Smith

Sara C. Smith

Jessica Kaitlyn Sneed

Shannon Kathleen Stearman

Robin Strempek

Elizabeth Taylor*

Christina Elise Tinker

Kathryn Armenta Todd

Katelyn E. Wildman

2020-2021 GRADUATES 
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2020-2021 GRADUATES 

SPECIAL EDUCATION AND DISABILITY STUDIES DEPARTMENT — MASTER OF ARTS IN EDUCATION 
AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

EARLY CHILDHOOD SPECIAL EDUCATION
Shukura Burrell

Laura Marie Cholvibul

Nolan Ryan Day

Beatrice Dimagiba

Stephanie M. Ewens Navarro

Laura Margaret Sheedy

INTERDISCIPLINARY SECONDARY TRANSITION SERVICES
Ryan Baldwin

Letitia Barnes Foster

Kay Klever

Astryd Ivonne Luna

Harley Mitchell*

Elizabeth O’Connell

Deborah Salome Phillpotts

Chelsea Simpson

Haylee Watson

SPECIAL EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN WITH EMOTIONAL AND BEHAVIORAL DISABILITIES
Caturah J. Argentum

Austin G. Beeber

Brittany Denise Branch

Condrea Devine

Tashiyra Freeman*

Yomayra Gomez*

Tiombe Achante Johnson

Monica Nicole Pelzer

Madeline A. Proctor

Ioannis Sarantopoulos

Sweety Sebastian

Ayana Joi Vernon

SPECIAL EDUCATION FOR CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY DIVERSE LEARNERS
Hepah H. Asmar

Annemarie Casale

Mary Paige David

Michael Donovan Fleming

Veronika Lynn Geiger-durso

Erin Grieff

Emily Michelle Griffiths

Elena Konstantin

Melissa Lorraine Landis

Danielle R. Langowski

Brittany Rosser Lyons

Daniel Alejandro Mendoza

Margaret Nice

Lauren N. Nitkoski

Virginia P. O'Rourke

Stephanie Pereira

Fakoneiry Perez

Sarah Elizabeth Pitoniak

Erin Rainey

Emily A. Repenning

Ayleen Santiago

Megan Marjorie Shama

Kathryn E. Smith

Kristina Thomas

* Degrees will be conferred on August 31, 2021 upon those students who complete all degree requirements in the 2021 summer sessions
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GW ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LETTER

Congratulations Graduate!
Congratulations Graduate!

Today you join more than 26,000 alumni of the Graduate School of Education and Human Development (GSEHD) around the world. In 
recognition of your accomplishment, we are honored to welcome you to the GW Alumni Association, with its benefits, connections, and 
community.
 
As members of the GSEHD alumni network, we are privileged to serve the greater public and to remain connected to GW’s lifelong community. 
We invite you back to campus for Colonials Weekend, as guest lecturers, as alumni panelists, and as mentors to the next generation of GSEHD 
students.
 
Now you begin a new chapter in your GW experience and we look forward to working with you as an important stakeholder of the school. As 
your career continues, we hope you will share your insight, knowledge, and expertise with current and future GSEHD students.  The generosity 
of our dedicated and loyal alumni is one of our most valued resources.
 
Stay in touch with us through our website at gsehd.gwu.edu/alumni. Connect back not only with your faculty and cohort, but also with GSEHD 
Alumni Relations and the larger GW network around the globe. You will find that the GW world is all around you, and you will build bridges to 
opportunities you never thought imaginable. We are a proud, esteemed, and grateful Colonial Community.
 
Thank you for the work you have done and the work that you will do as leaders in education and human development!

Welcome to the George Washington Alumni Association!
 
Jennifer Usis
Assistant Director, GSEHD Alumni Relations
The George Washington University



ALMA MATER
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GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

2134 G Street, NW • Washington, DC 20052
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